
FR. ALEXANDER D. AMICO, PASTOR 
Phone 459-3173 • Website: www.stpaulrc-erie.com 

Sunday Mass at 10:00 am., Saturday Vigil at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Audi Rental, Business Office (Jean King) .................................................................................. 459-3173 
Bingo Office & Center ................................................................................................................ 459-3884 
Pastoral Council President (Ron Bonaminio) ............................................................................. 490-6265 
Holy Name Society President (Ron DiVecchio) ......................................................................... 825-7288 
Rosary Altar President (Theresa Ferraro) ................................................................................... 392-1730 
Legion of Mary Vice President (Lucy Fatica)............................................................................. 838-9395 
Senior Citizens President (Edith Coccarelli) ............................................................................... 825-2977 
Call the Rectory Office for these: 
 Secretary: Jean King, Baptism by arrangement with Pastor,  
 Communion for shut-ins, Wedding (6 months advance notice) 
Food Pantry Hours: Tuesday 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Center 
Confessions Saturday from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
St. Paul’s Neighborhood Free Clinic........................................................................................... 454-8755 
 

REGISTRATION: We warmly welcome new parishioners and visiting friends to our parish. New 
members are requested to complete the membership form on the back page and return to the Rectory 
Office. You will be contacted . “We invite you to participate actively in the life of your parish.” 
 

COUNSELLING AND SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: By Appointment with priest. 
 

STEWARDSHIP: St. Paul’s Church is a Stewardship Parish, committed to serving the Lord with our 
God given time, talents and treasure. Parishioners are urged to support the Parish through volunteer 
services, and also its programs through the use of weekly parish envelopes. 
 

VISITATION OF THE SICK: Anyone who cannot attend Mass because of illness may receive Holy 
Communion on a regular basis at home. Please call the Rectory Office. 
 

BINGO at the Parish Center: Thursday evenings at 6:15 pm. Doors open at 4:15 pm. 
 

REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL: Please remember St. Paul’s in your will, living 
trust, life insurance policy or retirement plan. You can leave a specific bequest in dollars or as a 
percentage of your residuary estate, trust, policy or plan. 
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ST. PAUL CHURCH ERIE, PA 

12/24/2011— Saturday, Vigil: Vigil of Christmas 
  

10:00 p.m. - Silvia Agresti Ferretti—Dr. Thomas Fa-
lasca 

 
12/25/2011— The Nativity of the Lord 
  

  10:00 a.m. - Birth of the Lord 
   
12/26/2011— Monday, Saint Stephen, first martyr 
  

 8:00 a.m. - NO MASS 
 
12/27/2011— Tuesday, Saint John, apostle 
  

 8:00 a.m. - NO MASS 
 
12/28/2011— Wednesday, The Holy Innocents,  
   martyrs 
  

 8:00 a.m. - For the Parishioners 
 
12/29/2011— Thursday, The Fifth Day in the Octave 

of Christmas 
   

 8:00 a.m. - Anthony Vitelli—Connie LaJohn 
 
12/30/2011— Friday, The Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph 
    

 8:00 a.m. - Michael Julio—Sis & Brother-in-Law 
 
12/31/2011— Saturday, The Seventh Day in the Oc-

tave of Christmas 
 

 4:30 p.m. - Charles F. Sandy—Parishioners 
 
1/1/2012—  Octave Day of Christmas Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the Mother of God 
 

 10:00 a.m. - David Amico—Fr. Amico 
 
Sanctuary Candle is lit in memory of Leo Vitelli 
from Gary & Laura Bowory. 
 
Winner of the 1500 Club for the week of Dec. 
15th was Margaret Bruno with ticket number 455. 
 

 

 

 
Readings for the Week of December 25 

Sunday: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
Monday: Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a,2-8 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5C2:2/Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 
 
 
  
The parish office and the center will be closed 
on Monday, December 26th   in observance of 
Christmas and Friday, December 30th  and 
Monday, January 2nd in observance of New 
Year.  
 
New Year’s Eve is on Saturday this year and 
Mass will be at 4:30 p.m. Sunday, New Year’s 
Day, Mass will be at 10:00 a.m. 
 
There will be no food distribution on Tuesday, 
December 27th due to the Christmas holiday. 
Distribution will resume on January 3, 2012. 
 
Brown Paper bags are always needed for 
Bingo. Please bring the bags to the rectory or 
leave them in the back of the church before or 
after mass. The Bingo workers thank you! 
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THIS WEEK’S PARISH CALENDAR 
 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Rosary in Church 
Monday 8:30 a.m. Legion of Mary 
Thursday 6:30 p.m. Bingo/1500 Club 
Friday 8:30 a.m. Sorrowful Mother Devotion 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Rosary in Church 

St. Paul’s Weekly Offertory 
December 17 & 18, 2011 

Offertory   $2,630.00 
Loose Money             $     69.00 
            Total  $2,699.00 



THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD DECEMBER 25, 2011 

The New Series of 1500 Club Tickets, are 
now available, offering prizes exceeding 
$10,000 for a donation of $25 (costs less than 
50�  a week) beginning with drawings April 26, 
2012. More sellers are needed. Great fringe 
benefits; if you sell 10 tickets you earn a free 
ticket. Tickets may be obtained weekdays from 
the rectory, Thursday nights at bingo, or eve-
nings and weekends from Tony at 866-6697. 
They make a great gift for any occasion! 

 
Pro-Life Breakfast will be on Saturday, Janu-
ary 7th at the Avalon Hotel.  The main speaker 
will be Lila Rose, a 23 year old pro-life leader 
who has become a prominent national figure in 
the effort to stop government funding of abor-
tion providers. Reservations are $12.50 for 
regular tickets, $6.50 for children ages 3 to 12. 
Tickets must be purchased by January 4th.  
For more information call 882-1333 or go on-
line to www.peopleforlife.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Story 
of the 

Christmas Tree 
“And this shall be 
a sign to you…” 

The Christmas tree traces 
its roots, so to speak, to many 

ancient customs. Before Christ, 
people decorated their homes with 
evergreen branches in hope that the 

short winter days would soon pass. In 16th 
c. Germany, the custom began of bringing an 
evergreen inside and decorating it with apples. 

Called a “Paradeisbaum,” this tree was set up on 
Dec. 24 to represent the tree of life. One legend 

suggests that a German minister, walking home one 
winter night, saw stars through the branches of a pine 

tree, calling to mind the angel-filled skies above 
Bethlehem. He brought an evergreen home to his  

family and decorated it with candles to remind them  
of our Savior’s birth. German immigrants brought  
the tradition to America, and Christmas trees grew  
and grew. Because the fir tree is “eternally green,” 
and because its triangular shape points to heaven,  

the Christmas tree is a symbol of our hope  
for the life everlasting our  

Lord Jesus gives us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1500 CLUB* APPLICATION * 1500 CLUB 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 

NAME_______________________PHONE__________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________ 

CITY_________________STATE______ZIP_________ 

BENEFICARY___________________PHONE________ 

AMOUNT PAID_________DATE__________________ 

 


